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Dear Resident, 

8th October 2018 
 

Hinckley National Rail Freight Interchange | Informal Consultation 
 
db symmetry, an established logistics developer, is bringing forward proposals for the Hinckley 
National Rail Freight Interchange (HNRFI) at junction 2 of the M69, on land east of Hinckley, in Blaby 
District in Leicestershire. A strategic rail freight interchange (SRFI) is a large multi-purpose freight 
interchange and distribution centre linked into both the rail and trunk road systems. SRFIs reduce 
the cost of moving freight by rail and encourage the transfer of freight from road to rail.  
 

The site is located to the north west of junction 2 of the M69, as per the illustrative location plan 
below: 
 

• The Felixstowe to Nuneaton railway forms the north-western boundary 
• The M69 motorway defines the south-eastern boundary 
• Burbage Wood, Aston Firs and Freeholt Wood lie to the south-west 
• The village of Elmesthorpe lies beyond the site to the north-east 

 



 

The proposals will deliver: 
• Railway sidings and a rail port on the Nuneaton to Felixstowe railway line to the south west 

of Elmesthorpe 
• A dedicated road access directly from junction 2 of the M69 together with the addition of a 

new northbound off-slip and a southbound on-slip 
• Up to 850,000 square metres of high-bay storage and logistics buildings 
• Land for landscape and planting works, ecological mitigation, drainage balancing ponds and 

footpath, cycleway and bridleway connections 
 
db symmetry is committed to engaging with the local community about the plans. We are at a very 
early stage of the process and will be undertaking an extensive period of consultation with all 
relevant parties and the community. 
 
You are invited to attend any of our public exhibition drop-in sessions on the following dates: 

• Friday 26th October, 2pm-8pm – Elmesthorpe Village Hall 
• Saturday 27th October, 10am-1pm – Elmesthorpe Village Hall  
• Monday 29th October, 3pm-8pm – Burbage Millennium Hall 
• Wednesday 31st October, 2pm-8pm – Sapcote Methodist Church 
• Friday 2nd November, 1pm-7pm – Stoney Stanton Village Hall 
• Wednesday 7th November, 2pm-8pm – The George Ward Centre 
• Friday 9th November, 12pm-6pm – St Francis Community Centre 
• Saturday 10th November, 12pm-6pm – St Francis Community Centre 

 
If you are unable to attend but would like further information, please contact us: 
 

• In writing to db symmetry c/o Lexington Communications, Third Floor, Queens House, Queen 
Street, Manchester M2 5HT; 

• By telephoning our Community Information Line on 0844 556 3002 (weekdays, 9.00am - 
5.30pm); 

• By visiting our website at ; or 
• By emailing our consultation team at  

 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Jonathan Dawes  
Planning Director, db symmetry 
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Dear Stakeholder, 

1st October 2018 

 

Hinckley National Rail Freight Interchange | Informal Consultation 

 

db symmetry, an established logistics developer, is bringing forward proposals for the Hinckley 

National Rail Freight Interchange (HNRFI) at junction 2 of the M69, on land east of Hinckley, in Blaby 

District in Leicestershire. A strategic rail freight interchange (SRFI) is a large multi-purpose freight 

interchange and distribution centre linked into both the rail and trunk road systems. SRFIs reduce 

the cost of moving freight by rail and encourage the transfer of freight from road to rail.  

 

The site is located to the north west of junction 2 of the M69, as per the illustrative location plan 

below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Felixstowe to Nuneaton railway forms the north-western boundary 

• The M69 motorway defines the south-eastern boundary 

• Burbage Wood, Aston Firs and Freeholt Wood lie to the south-west 

• The village of Elmesthorpe lies beyond the site to the north-east 

 

The proposals will deliver: 

• Railway sidings and a rail port on the Nuneaton to Felixstowe railway line to the south west 

of Elmesthorpe 

• A dedicated road access directly from junction 2 of the M69 together with the addition of a 

new northbound off-slip and a southbound on-slip 

• Up to 850,000 square metres of high-bay storage and logistics buildings 



 
 

• Land for landscape and planting works, ecological mitigation, drainage balancing ponds and 

footpath, cycleway and bridleway connections 

 

The proposals are aligned with the Government’s aspirations within the Industrial Strategy, which sets 

out the actions needed to address productivity barriers across the Midlands, enabling more jobs, 

export more goods and services, and grow productivity.  The proposal is considered to be aligned with 

the Midlands Connect Strategy and the draft Growth Plan for Leicester and Leicestershire. 

 

db symmetry is committed to engaging with the local community about the plans. We are at a very 

early stage of the process and will be undertaking an extensive period of consultation with all 

relevant parties and the community. As a key stakeholder in the local area we would value your 

feedback on our proposals.  

 

You are invited to attend any of our public exhibition drop-in sessions on the following dates: 

• Friday 26th October, 2pm-8pm – Elmesthorpe Village Hall 

• Saturday 27th October, 10am-1pm – Elmesthorpe Village Hall  

• Monday 29th October, 3pm-8pm – Burbage Millennium Hall 

• Wednesday 31st October, 2pm-8pm – Sapcote Methodist Church 

• Friday 2nd November, 1pm-7pm – Stoney Stanton Village Hall 

• Wednesday 7th November, 2pm-8pm – The George Ward Centre 

• Friday 9th November, 12pm-6pm – St Francis Community Centre 

• Saturday 10th November, 12pm-6pm – St Francis Community Centre 

 

If you are unable to attend but would like further information, please contact us: 

 

• In writing to db symmetry c/o Lexington Communications, Third Floor, Queens House, Queen 

Street, Manchester M2 5HT; 

• By telephoning our Community Information Line on 0844 556 3002 (weekdays, 9.00am - 

5.30pm); 

• By visiting our website at ; or 

• By emailing our consultation team at h  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jonathan Dawes  

Planning Director, db symmetry 
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Hinckley Meeting Note 

File Reference Hinckley National Rail Freight Interchange 

Author Peter Frampton - Framptons 

 

Meeting with Residents of Aston Firs 

Meeting date 8 November 2018 
Development Team 
Attendees 

Harry Sadlier (HS) Development Director, DB Symmetry 
Peter J Frampton (PJF) – Director, Frampton Town Planning 

Non-Development 
Team Attendees 

Jacqui Green (JG) 

Apologies   

Location Aston Firs Gypsy and Traveller site, Smithy Lane, Burbage 

 

Meeting Purpose The meeting was arranged through  

 

Summary of Key 
Discussions 

 
1. JG explained that she is responsible for the LCC G&T Park which 

provides homes for 20 families who are settled. JG explained her 
knowledge of the adjoining developments which comprise. 

▪ Woodfield Stables operated by Percy Taylor, a member of G&T 
community. 

▪ Caravan and Castle Storage site operated by Mr and Mrs Winter, 
members of the G&T community 

▪ Castlewood -operated as a static homes site by residents who are 
not members of the G&T community 

▪ Acorn Cottages operated by Mr Docherty a member of the G&T 
community 

▪ Rosevale now sold to Continental Homes and operated as static site, 
some members of the G&T community resident on site, but 
generally it is a place where residents are dependent upon housing 
benefits. 

 
2. JR explained that there were some outstanding planning 

enforcement issues on the sites other than Aston Firs. 
 

3. JG explained that up to 50% of her residents would not be able to 
read the letter issued by dbs- and it may be appropriate for dbs to 
hold an ‘open air’ meeting at Aston Firs so that all who wished to 
hear about the proposal may attend. JG stated that in her opinion it 
was unlikely that particular members of the community would ‘step 
forward’ to represent the park community. 

 
4. JG explained that there was a fear from some members of the park 

that the scheme involved the loss of the site to redevelopment. JG 
has reassured those who she had spoken to that this was not the 



 

 

case as evident from the illustrative plans. JG anticipated that the 
community would not seek to oppose the development in principle 
as the community accepted that change was inevitable, but would 
reasonably be concerned as to the impact of the development upon 
their daily lives in terms of traffic, associated noise and air quality.  

 
5. PF explained that all these issues are under assessment and by the 

time of the formal consultation stage (Spring 2019), the position of 
dbs would be clear and where appropriate mitigation would be 
identified. 

 
6. HS explained the corporate approach taken by dbs to provide a 

community benefit fund recognising that the host community for 
major strategic scale projects may consider they experience all the 
impacts yet few benefits. HS explained the sort of projects which 
might benefit from these resources. 

 
7. JG explained that there are few amenities on the Park and residents 

are concerned regarding the physical condition of the roadway and 
the area of woodland between the roadway and Hinckley Road. JG 
believed that this area of land could be enhanced with fencing to 
prevent fly tipping by persons unconnected to the park sites, and 
formed into an amenity area for residents. HS replied that this was 
precisely the sort of project which the Fund is envisaged for. HS 
explained that there would need to be a responsible management 
regime in place. 

 
8. PF provided JG with a copy of the exhibition slides and a copy of the 

Community Explanation Document. JG anticipated that residents of 
the Park would be likely to attend the exhibition in Burbage or 
Sapcote as these places provide other facilities to the community. 

 
9. JG stated that she was willing to liaise with residents on the 

adjoining park developments as she is well known amongst the 
community.  

 
[Subsequent to the meeting PF attended Aston Firs with JG to meet two 
resident families. Unfortunately JG was taken seriously ill at one of the 
homes. In the circumstances it will not be possible to agree these notes with 
JG]  
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Embargoed until 0.01 9th October  

 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E  

 

DATE:  9th October 2018 

 

 

CONSULTATION DATE CONFIRMED FOR MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT 

IN HINCKLEY 

 
db symmetry, an established logistics developer, has confirmed that it will launch its informal 

consultation for plans for a prospective Strategic Rail Freight Interchange on 22nd October 2018. 

Hinckley National Rail Freight Interchange (HNFRI) would deliver a multi-purpose cargo interchange 

and distribution facility, alongside new and improved rail and road connections, at junction 2 of the 

M69. 

 

The proposals are aligned with the Government’s aspirations within the Industrial Strategy, which 

sets out the actions needed to address productivity barriers across the Midlands, enabling more 

jobs, export more goods and services, and grow productivity.  The proposal is considered to be 

aligned with the Midlands Connect Strategy and the draft Growth Plan for Leicester and would 

deliver a multi-million pound investment in provision of new transport infrastructure for the 

Midlands region.  

 

The consultation runs from 22nd October until 7th December and is the first of two rounds of 

consultation, with formal consultation scheduled for Spring 2019.  

 

A spokesperson from db symmetry said: 

 

“We are committed to engaging with the local community about the plans. Residents are being 

invited to attend public exhibition events which have been planned across the local area. The 

purpose of these events is to provide local residents with an opportunity to hear more about the 

proposals, speak to members of the project team and provide their feedback.” 

 

The events are being held on the following dates: 

 

• Friday 26th October, 2pm-8pm – Elmesthorpe Village Hall, Wilkinson Lane, Elmesthorpe, 

Leicester LE9 7SP 

• Saturday 27th October, 10am-1pm – Elmesthorpe Village Hall, Wilkinson Lane, Elmesthorpe, 

Leicester LE9 7SP 

• Monday 29th October, 3pm-8pm – Burbage Millennium Hall, Britannia Road, Burbage, 

Hinckley LE10 2HF 

• Wednesday 31st October, 2pm-8pm – Sapcote Methodist Church, 39 Leicester Road, 

Sapcote, Leicester LE9 4JE 



• Friday 2nd November, 1pm-7pm – Stoney Stanton Village Hall, New Road, Stoney Stanton, 

Leicestershire, LE9 4LQ 

• Wednesday 7th November, 2pm-8pm – The George Ward Centre, Church Lane, Barwell LE9 

8DG 

• Friday 9th November, 12pm-6pm – St Francis Community Centre, Tudor Road, Hinckley, 

Leicestershire, LE10 0EQ 

• Saturday 10th November, 12pm-6pm – St Francis Community Centre, Tudor Road, Hinckley, 

Leicestershire, LE10 0EQ 

 

For those unable to attend one of the events, all materials from the exhibitions will be available on 

the project website -  

 

For more information residents can contact db symmetry in the following ways: 

 

• In writing to db symmetry c/o Lexington Communications, Third Floor, Queens House, Queen 

Street, Manchester M2 5HT; 

• By telephoning the Community Information Line on 0844 556 3002 (weekdays, 9.00am - 

5.30pm); or 

• By emailing the consultation team at  

 

~ ENDS ~ 

Notes to Editors 

 

1) About db symmetry:  

 

db symmetry is one of the leading independent privately owned commercial property 

development companies in the UK. With offices in Northamptonshire and Manchester, the 

company has extensive experience in delivering high quality logistics space and a strong 

record of bringing leading businesses to the areas in which the company operates.  

Organisations such as Cadbury, Aston Martin and Homebase operate from sites established 

by db symmetry across the country.  

 

The company also has experience in delivering the infrastructure related to logistics 

development, having established a roster of sites on key motorway junctions and on key 

strategic highway networks in recent years. 

 

2) NSIP developments are subject to a Development Consent Order (DCO), granted by the 

relevant Secretary of State. Developers intending to construct an NSIP initially have their 

proposals examined by a Government Planning Inspector, before a recommendation is given 

to the Minister who will approve or refuse the DCO.  

 

3) In December 2013 the Leicester and Leicestershire Housing, Planning and Infrastructure 

Group (HPIG) commissioned MDS Transmodal and Savills to undertake a study examining the 

strategic distribution sector in Leicestershire.  The Report identified the expected forecast 

demand with the likely land supply at rail served sites to 2030, assuming that all rail served 



sites (SRFIs) which had been consented or submitted within the DCO process, together with 

smaller schemes are operational by 2036.  The consultants identified a shortfall (high range) 

of 115 hectares.  

 

4) The government has concluded that there is a compelling need for an expanded network of 

SRFIs and that it is important that SRFIs are located near the business markets they will serve 

– major urban centres or groups of centres – and are linked to key supply chain routes. 

 

For more information contact: Charlotte Leach, Lexington Communications 

 

T:  @lexcomm.co.uk  
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